What you see may not be what you get: beware of patients bearing gifts.
The professional boundaries of practice for nurses and midwives are specifically addressed in professional codes of ethics and conduct, employer policies and guidelines and more frequently in the professional literature. There are many forms in which boundary violations and boundary crossings may present or circumstances in which they may occur. This column considers a recent case (involving a bequest to a registered nurse under a will) which came before the Queensland Nursing Tribunal. The decisions of the tribunal, the District Court and the Court of Appeal provide practical guidance to nurses and midwives on the importance of establishing and maintaining the professional boundaries essential to the therapeutic relationship with their patients and clients.